To  The  CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS  of  the 


DARTFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


THIS  BE.„w  , SPECIAL  FILE  COPY  Fi 
LIBRARY  B.  M-A.,  IT  13  PARTICULAR 
REQUESTED  THAT  IT  MAY  BE  RETURH 

AT  AS  EARLY  A DATE  AS  POSSIBLE 


Lifford  House, 


Dartford. 


March  1895. 


Gentlemen , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  toy  report  as  your  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  31st.  December,  1894. 

The  pressure  arising  from  a wide  spread  amount  of 
sickness  consequent  on  the  inclement  weather  and  also  from  a 
fresh  inroad  of  Influenza  has  caused  a delay  in  preparing  my 
report . 


The  mortality  for  the  past  year  compares  very  fa- 


vourably with  former  years,  and  the  returns  of  preventible 
diseases  show  a satisfactory  diminution  of  numbers  which  must 
be  largely  accounted  for  by  the  Board's  wise  adoption  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  of  1891,  and  its  success- 
ful operation  in  the  past  year  has  been  even  more  marked  than 
ever . 

1.  I estimate  the  gross  population  at  12,367  making  an 
increase  of  69  on  the  last  year,  being  at  the  rate  of  .56  per 
cent,  and  of  Dartford  proper  I make  the  numbers  11.957,  shewing 
an  increase  of  197  on  the  previous  year,  being  at  the  rate  of 
1.67  per  cent. 

2.  Dartford  Parish  extends  six  miles  as  the  crow  flies 


from  Long  Reach  to  the  Fir  Plantation  south  of  Stonehill: 


' 


. .. ..  V 


and  stretches  four  miles  from  near  St.  Mary's  Home,  Stone  to 
Baldwyn's  wood  - the  number  of  inhabitants  per  acre  is  only 
3*03,  but  this  is  not  the  real  density  of  the  population  - 


approximately  I put  it  down  that  the  Town  proper  is  inhabited 
to  the  extent  of  some  53  persons  per  acre  - this  calculation 


excludes  large  gardens  and  the  burial  grounds  and  other  places. 


3.  The 

total  number  of  BirthA  during  the  year  is  377 

which  shows  a 

birth  rate  per  1000 

of  30;  of  these  177  were 

males,  and  200 

females,  yielding  a 

rate  per  1000  of  14*3  and 

16-1  respectively.  The  excess  of 

births  over  deaths  was  69. 

4.  The 

deaths  in  the  Union 

House  amounted  to  61  and  were 

of  people  from 

the  following  16  places. 

1 . 

Ash.  . . 

2 

2. 

Bexley 

4 

3. 

Crayford 

6 . 

4'. 

Dartford 

20  . 

5 . 

Erith 

6 . 

6 . 

Hartley 

2 

7. 

Horton 

3 . 

8. 

Kings down 

r 

9. 

Longfield  . . 

i. 

10  . 

Stone 

3 

11. 

Southfleet 

2' 

12  o 

Sutton 

2 

13. 

Swans combe 

2 

14'. 

E.  Y/ickham 

1 

15  . 

Wilmington 

3 

16  . 

Others  not  in 

• 

Dartford  Union 

3 

Total 

61* 

5 . The 

deaths  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

amounted  to  3, 

viz : 

1.  A 

Child  - Diphtheria 

- from  Woolwich. 

2.  A male  patient  - Typhoid  fever  - from  Eynsford. 

3.  A Dartford  resident  - Scarlet  Fever. 


6.  The  deaths  on  the  Metropolitan  Asylum  Boards  Ships 
amount  to  104,  of  these  two  under  5 years  of  age  died  of  other 


diseases,  and  102  from  Small  Pox,  30  being  under  5,  and  72 
over  5 years  of  age.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  large  number 
of  persons  over  5 years  of  age  dying  from  Small  Pox  compared 
with  those  under  that  age. 

7.  As  to  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccination,  as  far 
as  could  be  ascertained,  the  numbers  are : - 

a.  Not  ascertained 

b.  Said  to  be  vaccinated  but  showing 

no  marks 

c . Doubtful  . . . . . . 

d.  Not  vaccinated  . * 

e.  Unsuccessfully  vaccinated 

f.  Successfully  vaccinated,  1 mark 

” " 2 marks 

h ti  j u 

» tt  4*  ;i 

Vaccination  "successful”  (returned 
as  "successful”  but  not  stating 
whether  there  were  1,  2,  or  more 
marks ) 


The  analysis  of  these  numbers  goes  to  show  that  out  of  102 
deaths  from  Small  Pox,  certainly  one-half  were  not  vaccinated  - 
and  of  32  cases  known  to  be  vaccinated  only  four  have  the  full 
protection  afforded  by  vaccination,  the  other  28  cases  having  a 
less  number  of  marks. 

8.  The  health  of  the  St.  Vincents'  Industrial  School 
has  been  satisfactory  and  there  has  been  no  death  recorded  in 
that  valuable  Institution. 

9.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  parish 

amounts  to  308.  160  males  and  148  females;  Of  these  146  were 

non-resident,  the  balance  of  162  being  the  number  I debit  to 
Dartford  proper,  and  in  that  number  I include  one  Dartford  resi- 


9. 


6 

1 

51 

3 
8- 
1 

11 

4 


70. 


20  . 


8 


12 

102 


dent  on  shipboard,  one  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 


. i 


i i. 
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and  20  in  the  Union  House  - as  shown  in  paragraphs  4,  5, 
and  6 . 

Assuming  as  I have  done  for  the  birth  rate  that  the 
gross  population  at  the  present  time  reaches  12,367,  the  gross 
death  rate  equals  24-9  per  1,000,  of  which  12*9  is  the  male, 
and  11*9  the  female  mortality.  But,  excluding  the  non-resi- 
dents, and  taking  the  population  as  11,957,  as  we  ought  not  to 
be  saddled  with  the  deaths  of  146  persons  who  did  not  belong 
to  us,  the  mortality  of  162  yields  a total  death  rate  for 
Dartford  of  13-54  per  1,000,  which  I consider  a most  satisfac- 
tory state  of  things  - inasmuch  as  such  a low  death  rate  has 
not  been  reached  for  years,  and  reflects  much  credit  on  the 
late  Local  Board  of  Health. 

10.  There  were  14  deaths  from  zymotic  disease,  viz:- 

Small  Pox  . . . . 1 . 

Scarlet  fever  ..  1. 

Diphtheria  . . 1. 

Pertussis  . . . . 3 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 1'. 

Puerperal  Fever  1. 

Diarrhoea  . . . . 2 . 

Rheumatic  Fever  1. 

Pyaemia  . . . . 2 

Erysipelas  . . 1 

14. 

(An  unprecedently  low  number). 

Shewing  a death  rate  per  1,000  of  1«1  from  prevent ible 
diseases.  The  deaths  from  zymotic  disease  form  8*6  per  cent 
of  the  residential  mortality. 

There  being  only  one  death  from  Diphtheria  and  one 
from  Typhoid  Fever,  I draw  attention  to  this  important  fact, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  efficient  drainage 


. • 


♦ 


- 


carried  out  by  the  Board;  and  is  also  in  part  due  to  the 
closing  of  Shallow  Wells. 


11. 

The  following 

table  shows 

the 

distribution  of 

deaths 

in  each 

quarter . 

Deaths 

1st, Quarter  2nd 

.Quarter  3rd 

Quart e r 4th . Quarter 

Total. 

Male 

35  . 

54. 

37. 

34 

160  . 

Female 

29. 

38 

47 

34 

14?. 

Total 

64 

92 

84 

68 

308. 

12. 

The  following 

table  shov/s 

the 

percentage  of  deaths 

at  different  periods  of  life  in  Dartford  Proper. 

Of  these : - 

44  or  27-16  per  cent  died  under  1 year  of  age. 

16  or  9-87  " " "over  1 and  under  5 years  of  age. 

4 or  2°  46  " " " 5 " " 15  " 

3 or  1 = 85  " " n 15  " 25  « 

51'  or  51  = 48  ,!  11  u 25  " 65  " 

44  or  27*16  ” H " 65  years  of  age. 

The  bread  winners  in  this  locality  run  chiefly  from  15  to  65 

years  of  age  and  this  table  is  presented  to  show  that  33*33 

per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  is  the  loss  sustained 

in  the  town  by  the  death  of  those  54  persons  whose  families  in 

some  instances  have  been  compelled  to  seek  relief  from  the 

Poor  Rates . 

13,  The  average  duration  of  life  v/as  29  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  also  shows  much  improvement 
there  having  been  only  60  this  year  against  84  in  1893. 

14.  Following  in  the  rough,  the  arrangement  of  the  Regis- 
trar General,  the  causes  of  death  may  be  divided  into  the 

five  following  classes: - 
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1.  Zymotic  diseases 
20  Constitutional  diseases 
3 „ Local  diseases.. 

4\  Developmental  diseases 
5.  Violent  deaths 

Total 


14. 

26 

61. 

29. 

10 


140  „ 


15.  In  7 instances  there  was  no  medical  attendant,  and 

the  alleged  cause  of  death  was: - 

Convulsions  ..  2 cases. 

Debility  (18  hours)  1 case. 

Heart  trouble  ..  4 cases. 


16.  There  were  8 Coroner's  Inquests  and  the  cause  of 
death  recorded  in  the  Verdict  was:- 


Atrophy 
Fractures  and 
Violence  . „ 
Heart  Disease 
Septicaemia 
Suffocation 


1 case. 

3 c as  e s . 
2-  " 

1 M 
1 " 


Total  8= 


This  is  most  unsatisfactory,  I consider  that  in 
every  case  where  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a medical  certifi- 
cate there  should  be  an  inquest  as  to  the  cause  of  death. 


17.  The  following  list  shows  in  detail  the  number  of  cases 
notified  to  me  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act:- 


Number 


Removed  for  Treated  at 


Disease. 

of  cases 

Deaths . 

Treatment 

Home 

Small  Pox 

18. 

1. 

17 

1. 

Soarlet  Fever 

65 

1. 

36. 

29. 

Diphtheria 

11 

1. 

6. 

5. 

Typhoid  Fever 

9. 

1. 

3. 

6. 

Erysipelas  . . 

49 

1 

- 

49 

Puerperal  Fever 

q _ 

1. 

- 

1. 

153 


62 


91 


And  here  again  I call  at tent ion  to  the  success  attend- 
ing the  carrying  out  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act.  After  deducting  48  cases  of  Erysipelas  which  were  of  a 
trivial  character,  60  per  cent  of  the  cases  notified  to  me 
were  at  once  removed  for  treatment  and  isolation  - and  thereby 
prevented  from  becoming  foci,  and  the  diseases  were  kept  under 
control.  This  is  still  further  borne  out  by  the  fact  that 
the  only  case  of  Small  Pox  which  was  considered  unnecessary  to 
remove  and  where  there  was  hope  of  Isolation,  became  a 
centre  of  infection  and  three  cases  were  distinctly  traced  to 
this  source. 


All  these  cases  have  been  enquired  into  and  reported 
on  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  the  insanitary 
condition  of  unhealthy  houses  remedied, 
c.  Cases  of  Small  Pox. 


Nos.  2,  3 and  8,  were  a continuation  of  some  cases  where  in 
my  opinion  the  source  of  the  infection  was  traceable 
to  the  Ships  at  Long  Reach. 

Nos.  6 and  15,  had  removed  to  their  home  in  Dartford  ar- 
ticles of  clothing  from  a house  in  Crayford  where 
a person  had  died  of  Small  Pox. 

No,  64.  A member  of  this  family  was  employed  in  the  Small 
Pox.  wards  at  the  Gore  Earn.  Eight  persons  caught 
the  complaint  from  those  mentioned,  and  in  the  re- 
maining six  the  origin  of  the  disease  could  not  be 
ascertained.  In  March  last  I reported  that  a dance 
had  been  held  in  the  town  by  employes  from  the  • 
Hospital  ships,  an  incident  that  only  requires  men- 
tion in  order  to  be  condemned. 


The  severe  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Never 
in  the  year  1893  has  in  1894  quite  died  out. 


which  was  raging 
This  has  been 
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very  much  helped  by  the  more  exposed  cases  being  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

19.  As  to  the  Sanitary  work  done  during  the  year,  through 
the  kindness  of  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Harston,  I insert  an  ab- 
stract from  a copy  of  the  Inspector's  Journal  of  Nuisances 
presented  by  him  to  you  in  his  annual  report  on  November  the 
8th.  1894. 

"Inspected  210  houses,  and  served  notices  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  on  172  houses.  Seventeen  houses 
have  been  supplied  from  the  Kent  Water  Company's  mains 
under  notice  as  the  wells  were  polluted." 

20.  The  dairies,  cowsheds,  slaughter-houses  and  Lodging 
Houses  have  been  visited  and  reported  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  also  the  various  workshops  in  the  town, 

21.  Report  has  been  made  to  you  on  the  state  of  the  pub- 
lic street  in  Suffolk  Terrace,  Lower  Waterside,  and  Brandon 
Road. 

Special  visits  have  been  paid  to  various  properties 
in  Heath  Street  and  Overy  Street  and  reported  on  at  the  time 
and  the  defects  attended  to. 

Complaint  has  been  made  of  sewage  manure  on  farms 
being  allowed  to  remain  uncovered  for  some  time,  and  the  Board 
has  notified  all  farmers  using  this  offensive  fertilizing  agent 
to  cover  it  in  at  once.  The  nuisance  arising  from  unloading 
at  the  wharf,  manure  containing  a quantity  of  animal  matters  in 
a high  state  of  putrefaction  and  exhaling  offensive  stinks 
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when  carted  through  the  town  has  been  brought  under  your 


notice,  and  the  evil  abated. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


J.  HAMILTON 


eaths  occarring  within  the  district 

among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 

eaths  occurring  outside  the  district 

among  persons  belonging  thereto. 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  j ;-ing  of  t 
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Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics ; public 
institutions  being  shown  as  separate 
localities.  ( See  note  4 on  bad:  of  sheet.) 

( Columns  for  Population  and  Births 

are  in  Table  B.) 

(o') 

4? 

o 

*? 

e 

k 

- 

pu 

At  all 
ages. 

0>) 

Mortality  from  all  causes, 

at  subjoined  Ages.  1 

O'* 

o 

r 

9 

k : 

fc 

£* 

Under 

1 

year. 

(c) 

*««. 

>x— 

# 

* 

» 

0s- 

1 

and 

under 

5. 

(d) 

Nf 

• 

fc* 

< « 

r 

5 

and 

under 

15. 

« 

1* 

*S. 

5 

t 

• 

• 

to 

15 

and 

under 

25. 

(/) 

>3- 

•<• 

C3 

$ 

* 

* » 

•«» 

sf 

25 

and 

under 

65. 

(3) 

r* 

O 

r* 

• 

r> 

^ t 

> 

65 

and 

up- 

wards. 

(h) 

ox 

0 

■a 

* 

CL 

CO 

d 

0 

CL 

CO 

OX 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

b\ 

0 

•d 

CL 

CO 

Under  5 

5npwds 

S -rapum 

5npwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

|5  npwds. 

Under  5 

tu 

e 

vs 

3 

B* 

Under  6 

ox 

0 

>a 

3 

CL 

? 

Under  5 

Ox 

d 

CL 

00 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

Under  5 



5 upwds. 

Under  5 

3' 

-J 

t* 

© 

© 

J 

o 

. 

’v. 

Smallpox. 

M 

to 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

1 

** 

Scarlatina. 

** 

£ 

Diphtheria. 

CO 

■ moil 

r 

< ■ 

. *J£ 

— 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Fevees. 

ox 

05 

<1 

00 

co 

- 

he  above  records  of  mortality.  See  Note  5 on  back. 

i* 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Continued 

Relapsing 

'•x. 

Puerperal. 

Cholera. 

l— * 

o 

■**» 

. 

— 

»s, 

Erysipelas. 

H-* 
t— * 

Measles. 

to 

1 

- ^ 

Whooping 

Cough. 

M 

CO 

V 

i 

1 

S* 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery 

t-1 

s. 

>» 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

ox 

Ague. 

M 

05 

'x. 

y» 

**» 

Phthisis. 

M 

r> 

* 

k 

S. 

Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy. 

GC 

sf 

•) 

Heart 

Disease. 

cc 

V. 

0 

* 

■v 

* j 

J* 

Injuries. 

to 

o 

$ 

*V 

■x. 

i 

4 

v» 

0 { 

: 

i 1 

All  Other 
Diseases. 

to 

*=*> 

W 

© 

& 

* 

J w> 

s |» 

1 

4 j 

C 

?! 

jt 

< 

* i 

5 6s 
* !? 

Total. 

to 

u 

r i 

to 

CO 


■ 

isroTEs  oztr  tables  _A_  JAHsriD  B. 


Note  1.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  “ Combined  Districts’’  must  make  a separate  Return  for  the  District  of  each 
District  Council. 

2.  Medical  Officers  of  Health  acting  for  a portion  only  of  the  District  of  a District  Council  should  write,  in 
the  heading  of  the  Table,  the  designation  of  the  Division  for  which  they  act. 

3.  The  words  “ Urban,”  “ Rural,”  or  “ Metropolitan  ” must  be  inserted  in  the  appropriate  space  in  the  heading 
according  as  the  District  is  Urban  or  Rural,  or  is  within  the  Metropolitan  Area. 

4.  The  “Localities  ” adopted  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  should  be  areas  of  known  population  ; such  as 
parishes,  groups  of  parishes,  townships  or  wards. 


As  stated  at  the  head  of  the  first  column  in  each  Table,  Public  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate 
localities,  and  the  deaths  in  them  should  be  separately  recorded.  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries, 
Asylums,  and  other  establishments  into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received 
are  Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 


5. 


The  deaths  which  have  to  be  classified  in  this  Table  (A ),  and  summed  up  in  the  horizontal  line  of  “ Totals,” 
are  the  whole  of  those  registered  as  having  actually  occurred  in  the  several  localities  comprised  within  the 
Division  or  District.  But  the  registered  number  of  deaths  frequently  requires  correction  before  it  can  give 
an  exact  view  of  the  mortality  of  a Division  or  District ; and  the  two  lowest  horizontal  lines  are  provided 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Med^i  *•  ~e  TT''ol+h  innate,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  what  the 

extent  of  such  corrections  should  be.  Details  concerning  the  corrective 

have  been  considered,  or  the  particular  localities  to  which  corrections  apply,  may  appear  in  the  text  of  the 
report  or  in  supplementary  tables. 


Area  and  Population  of  the  District 
or  Division  to  which  this  Return 
relates. 


Area  in  Acres 


Population 


(1891)  //f 


( General  / 3 * -^‘■A  f Per  1 hOO 
Death  j ' \ Population. 

Kates.  ) , /,  . — > "" 

( Infant  IhH  l,er  1>000 

(.  Births  Registered 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  A and  B,  attention  has  been  given  to  the 

notes  endorsed  on  the  Tables. 
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NOTES 


ON  TABLE  B. 


( See  also  Notes  on  back  of  Table  A.) 


t 


Note  1.  The  present  Table  B.  is  concerned  with  population,  births,  and  sickness  (not  with  mortality)  in  the  district 
or  division  to  which  the  Table  relates. 

2.  As  stated  in  the  heading  of  Col.  (a),  Public  Institutions  should  be  regarded  as  separate  localities,  and  the 
new  cases  of  sickness  in  them  should  be  separately  recorded.  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  Infirmaries,  Asylums, 
and  other  establishments  into  which  numbers  of  people,  and  especially  of  sick  people,  are  received,  are 
Public  Institutions  for  the  purpose  of  these  statistics. 

3.  Comments  on  any  unequal  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  upon  the  several  localities,  and  considerations  as  to  the 
local  incidence  of  consumption  and  other  prevalent  diseases,  should,  be  made  in  the  text  of  the  Report. 
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